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Inspiring Memoir OFFERS INSIGHTS ON CIVIL RIGHTS, Social Justice Struggles

FAYETTEVILLE, NC — Fifty-one years ago this spring, black college students dared to sit at whites-only lunch counters across the South. The students’ nonviolent demonstrations galvanized the civil rights movement and helped crumble segregationist policies. 

Aaron Johnson, born a sharecropper’s son in rural North Carolina, was there. In April 1960 he sat at a Raleigh lunch counter with his fellow Shaw University students, only to have hot soup thrown in his face before police clubbed him and dragged him to jail. That experience and many more shaped the course of Johnson’s work at the local, state and national levels. While serving four decades as pastor of a Baptist church in Fayetteville, North Carolina, Rev. Johnson advised three North Carolina governors on race relations, established progressive policies as the state’s first African-American secretary of corrections, and helped launch a massive prison evangelism effort across the country.

In his startling memoir, Man from Macedonia: My Life of Service, Struggle, Faith, and Hope (WestBow Press, February 2010), Johnson reflects honestly and humbly on the bumpy road that God has led him along. He brings us face-to-face with the Ku Klux Klan, with President Ronald Reagan and Prison Fellowship’s Chuck Colson, and with an inmate dying of AIDS. Readers of Man from Macedonia come to know Aaron Johnson as a friend and an inspiration. 

“Aaron Johnson is truly a big man: large in stature, generous in heart, courageous in the face of challenges. I was honored to be his wing man,” says James G. Martin, North Carolina’s governor from 1985 to 1993. 
“Ever feel tired, worn out, maybe powerless to affect events around you?” asks Chuck Colson, founder of the national Prison Fellowship, who wrote a foreword to the book. “Read Aaron Johnson’s story and do like he did. Here is a man of enormous faith, the kind that God responds to and does amazing things through.”
To learn more about the book, view a video of Johnson, and read or listen to an excerpt, visit www.manfrommacedonia.org.
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